
ctnow.com - TRAVEL

 Hello, dpaar | MyNews | Log out Site Search Web 

 

MARKETPLACE
> Find a job 
> Buy a car
> Find real estate
> Find a mortgage
> Rent an apartment
> See Classified ads
> Place Classified ad
> Shopping 
> Coupons

Columnists
Connecticut
Education
Election 2004
Health
Latest News
Lottery
Nation/World
Photo/Video Gallery
Politics
Special Reports
Today's Courant
Towns
Traffic
Weather

Arts & Theater
Attractions
Columnists
Dining
Events
Movies
Music
Teens
TV & Radio

Auto Racing
Baseball
Basketball
> UConn Men
> UConn Women
College Sports
Columnists
Golf
Football
> UConn 
High School Sports
Hockey
Scores & Stats

Columnists
Real Estate
Technology
Web 100
Your Money

 TRAVEL

WANDERINGS 

    Denis Horgan

Deep Hole Discovered
August 12, 2004 

There are people who do not have all their marbles. Not 
just your Uncle Charlie or whoever holds an opposite 
political view to your own. But people who might pass as 
sane if you weren't looking too carefully.

Among these I count people who ride roller coasters, 
skiers, men who get themselves on the wrong side of 
women and folks who eat foods they cannot spell. Also, 
people who go down into caves.

Caves are always creepy places and Mother Evolution has 
instructed us to grow away from them. Yet, as there 
always are, there are nutcakes who go into caves when 
they don't have to. Imagine that.

Imagine, too, their howl-at-the-moon pleasure to learn that 
explorers who should leave well enough alone have just 
discovered the world's deepest subterranean vertical drop 
in a cave in central Croatia. Whoopee-do.

The cave explorers found the hole in the ground in 
Croatia's mountainous Velebit region -- although what they 
were doing there in the first place is a mystery. The cave 
wanders along in the usual fashion, weaving for some 203 
feet before it takes a direct vertical plunge of 1,693 feet 
into the ground. This could startle someone not expecting 
anything more dramatic than Foot 204 and Foot 205.

Located in the Rozanski Hip National Park reserve in the 
rocky Velebit mountain range, the region is reportedly a 
magnet for speleologists, botanists and hikers from around 
the world. These are people who have too much time on 
their hands. Botanists can study their flowers and hikers 
can scamper about when there are perfectly good taxi 
cabs elsewhere to get them around. Fine. But speleogists, 
people who go down into holes in the ground, can make 
you nervous.

Why on earth would you go into the dark of the earth 
where there could be a bear or a scorpion or a skeleton to 
greet you? Because you are nuts, that's why. Need more 
proof? Consider this throwaway item in the account 
trumpeting discovery of the new cave: "At the foot of the 
Velebit cave are small ponds and streams, including one of 
the largest known colonies of subterranean leeches ..."

Now, how far out of your way would YOU go to be in the 
company of "one of the largest known colonies of 
subterranean leeches"? I don't know what held the record 
until this colony was found and I don't care -- unless it is 
someplace where I am actually like to stumble into such 
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ghastly creatures.

Leeches? Lots of leeches? This is a good thing? No, it is a 
very bad thing. Bad enough that it is dark and haunting 
and dangerous, but leeches, too? I don't think so. 
Fortunately this is all going on in Croatia and you'd really 
have to work at finding the country and finding the region 
and finding the mountain and finding the cave. 
Unfortunately, the world is full of people who will try.

Heaven help us.

E-mail: horgan@courant.com 

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at 
ctnow.com/archives. 

Click here for article licensing and reprint 
options. 
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