
The Australian: Cavers discover 500m pit [August 10, 2004]

news.com.au  IT Fox Sports Classifieds Dating Travel Jobs Real Estate Cars homesite  

 

04 September 2004 

Home  
Subscribe  

Online Archive  
NEWS   

Breaking News  
The Nation  
The World  
Olympics  

Sport  
Business  

Special Reports  
World Wide Weird  

Multimedia  
COMMENT   

Opinion  
Letters   

Strewth  
Cartoons  

SECTIONS   

The Arts  
Aviation  
Defence  
Features  

FOI  
Health  

Higher Ed  
Media  

Motoring  
Property  
Schools  

Science & nature  
Space  

Technology  
Travel  

RESOURCES   

Digital edition  
PDA edition  

CareerOne  
Advertise  

Classifieds  
About us  

 

SCIENCE & NATURE 

back PRINT-FRIENDLY VERSION EMAIL THIS STORY

Cavers discover 500m pit
From AP
August 10, 2004 

ZAGREB, Croatia: Cave explorers discovered a pit inside a mountain range in 
central Croatia believed to have the world's deepest subterranean vertical drop, at 
over 500m, a scientific institute reported Monday.

The cave, in Croatia's mountainous Velebit region, has a steady, weaving drop of 
62m before it takes a direct vertical plunge of 516m, said Ana Sutlovic Baksic, a 
researcher at the Velebit Speleological Society. The cave's widest stretch is about 
30m. 

"We have even bigger caves in Croatia, but according to available data, this cave 
has the world's deepest vertical drop," Sutlovic Baksic said. 

At the foot of the Velebit cave are small ponds and streams, including one of the 
largest known colonies of subterranean leeches, Sutlovic Baksic said. 

It is located in the Rozanski Hip National Park reserve in the rocky Velebit 
mountain range in central Croatia. The pit was discovered by a team of explorers 
from around the country. 

The Voronya Cave in Georgia's West Caucasus has the world's 
deepest cavern, measuring 1,710m. But the pit discovered in 
Croatia is thought to have the largest underground vertical drop. 

Croatia is home to two of the world's 20 deepest caves. The Velebit region is 
Croatia's largest mountain range, attracting speleologists, botanists and hikers 
from around the world. 
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